18 83MNRAS. .43. .321S 


321 


April 1883. Major Strahan, Sketches of Great Comet. 

Last night (March 6), though the comet is a conspicuous 
object in a good opera-glass, the nucleus, or head, is faint in the 
extreme, most difficult to observe in ft.A., and liable to large 
personal error in observing. It is an ellipse of which the major 
and minor axes are about 3A and iA respectively. It is now 
diminishing in apparent size: it seems to have attained its 
maximum apparent size in December. 

The places of the comet obtained here depend from Sep¬ 
tember 30 to November 23 on measures made to the following 
extremity of the nucleus, because till the latter date there was a 
distinctly brighter condensation towards that point. Previous 
to November 23 observations were made both with the Helio¬ 
meter and the Equatorial. After November 23 observations 
were confined to the Equatorial, and it was also found necessary 
to observe the centre instead of the extremity of the nucleus. 

The necessary data for reduction to any desired point of the 
nucleus are, however, available. But until it is possible to 
publish the drawings of the nucleus I am convinced that no 
satisfactory account of the changes in the nucleus or discussion 
of the orbit of the comet can be made, and on this account I do 
not propose to publish the Cape observations until the necessary 
drawings are published at the same time. 


Note on Sketches of the Great Comet (b), 1882. By Major 

G. Strahan, R.E. 

I send herewith a few sketches of the comet of last September, 
with the hope that they may be of interest to the Fellows of the 
Society who may not have been favoured with such clear skies 
as I was at Mussooree (at an altitude of 6700 feet), in the North- 
West Provinces of India. I had intended making a much longer 
series of them, but the changes in the comet’s appearance after 
Oct. 10 were so trifling as to make it hardly worth while. The 
instrument used was a Browning-With Reflector, with an aperture 
of 8f inches, and power of 160. Unfortunately I had no micro¬ 
meter available; the dimensions are, therefore, merely estimations. 

Calcutta: 

1882, Dec. 1. 
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